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Registry ) Establishment of British-United States Refugee 
Number fl 16297/16297/ | Offices in Lisbon, Madrid, Algiers, Naples and 
: 48 Ankara 
FROMr,. Bucknell State Department have suggested the advisability 
(United States mmbass ) |} of establishing small offices in Ligon, Madrid, 
9 Mr. Randall Algiers, Naples and Ankara with a view to assisting 
refugees. They would be disposed to share with 
DatGene Nov. 1943. His Majesty's Government the maintenance expenses 
of these offices and consider they should be staffed 
‘gated Uth Nov. by both British and American officials. Enguires 
i bile 194.3. whether this project could be discussed with Mr. 
W: Refugees + Coville. 
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London, December 21, 1943 


(Dear Lord Winterton, ) 


On behalf of the Government of the United States I 
wish to lay before the Executive Committee for its con- 
sideration and decision a suggestion that there be estab- 
lished small offices of the Intergovernmental Committee at 
Algiers, Naples, Lisbon, Madrid and Ankara for the purpose 
of assisting refugees. 

In view of the opinion of the Department of State that 
it is expedient to take definite steps at once to establish 
the additional offices, I should greatly appreciate early 
information, if and when decision by the Executive Com- 
mittee makes it possible to supply it, with reference to 
personnel and the procedure to follow preparatory to the 
establishing of the offices. It should be understood that 
the expense of maintenance of such offices would come in the 
category of operational expenditure and be wnderwritten 
jointly by the United States and British Governments. As 

regards 
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Winterton, M.P., 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, 


intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
11, Regent Street, Se We le 


o« 


regards the necessary preparatory procedure the Department 
of State will upon your request gladly cooperate with the 
Intergovernmental Committee in this matter by consulting 
the opinion of its diplomatic representatives at any of 
the places named or by instructing them to seek of the 
authorities concerned the approval necessary for the 
opening of such offices. The Embassy is ready to discuss 
with the Director such other details of the proposal as 

he may desire, and to hear any suggestions he may have 
concerning the plan's possible execution, improvement, or 


alteration. 


I am communicating to the Foreign Office a copy of 


this letter to you in the hope that the British Government 
will see fit to take a similar position with regard to 
recommending the establishment of additional offices of 
the Intergovernmental Committee. Prom preliminary dis- 
cussion of the subject it is understood that the British 
Government is in agreement in principle. [I am likewise 
supplying a copy to the Director of the Intergovernmental 


Committee. 


(Sincerely, ) 


Howard Bucknell, Jr. 


London, November 22,1943. 


De PF Eek: 


The Department of State has suggested the ad- 
visability of establishing small offices in Lisbon, 
Madrid, Algiers, Naples and Ankara with a view to 
assisting refugees, and would be disposed, if the 
expenses can not be provided conveniently from the 
administrative funds of the Executive Committee of 
the Intergovernmental Committee on refugees, to share 
with the British Government the maintenance expenses 
of these offices. It is thought that to each such 
office should be sent both British and American of- 
ficials. In the matter of approval, the competent 
military authorities would of course have to be con- 
sulted in the instances of Naples and Algiers, and 
in the instances of Madrid, Lisbon and Ankara the 
consent of the Spanish, Portuguese and Turkish Govern- 
ments would be necessary. In the case of Madrid it 
would appear advisable in addition that the views of 
the British and American Ambassadors there be con- 
sulted with regard to the proposal, because of the 
existing confidential arrangements which have been 
made with the Government of Spain concerning the main- 
tenance and removal of refugees in that country. 


Coville would like to discuss this with you when 
you are in position to state the opinion of the Brit- 
ish Government in the matter, with a view to coming to 
agreement on the basis of which the proposal might be 
laid before the Executive Committee. 


Mr. A. W. G. Randall, O.B.E., 
Foreign Office, 
London. 


London, November 22,1943 


Dear Randall: 


The Department of State has suggested the ad- 
visability of establishing small offices in Lisbon, 
Madrid, Algiers, Naples and Ankara with a view to 
assisting refugees, and would be disposed, if the 
expenses can not be provided conveniently from the 
administrative funds of the Executive Comnittee of 
the Intergovernmental Committee on refugees, to share 
with the British Government the maintenance expenses 
of these offices. It is thought that to each such 
office should be sent both British and American of- 
ficials. In the matter of approval, the competent 
military authorities would of course have to be con- 
sulted in the instances of Naples and Algiers, and 
in the instances of Madrid, Lisbon and Ankara the 
consent of the Spanish, Portuguese and Turkish Govern- 
ments ‘would be necessary. In the case of Madrid it 
would appear advisable in addition that the views of 
the British and American Ambassadors there be con- 
sulted with regard to the preposal, because of the 
existing confidential arrangements which have been 
made with the Government of Spain concerning the main- 
tenance and removal of refugees in that country. 


Coville would like to discuss this with you when 
you are in position to state the opinion of the Brit- 
ish Government in the matter, with a view to coming to 
agreement on the basis of which the proposal might be 
laid before the Executive Committee. 


Sincerely, 


Howard Bucknell Jr. 


Mr. As We Gs. Randall, 0.B.EB., 
Poreign Office, 
London. 
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